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The competitors gaze anxiously at their respective foes as the joust 
sets to begin. As the referee yells “Go!” the two players sprint toward 
each other hoping to knock the enemy off their feet and earn the 
title of champion. And thus began the fierce game of knockerball at 
UREC last Thursday evening.  
Knockerball, a sport in which players put on an inflatable ball 
and run into other people, was featured at UREC Fest and is quickly 
growing in Harrisonburg. Since launching a Facebook page in May, 
Knockerball Harrisonburg has over 1,600 likes.  
“It’s like soccer meets football, meets WWE Raw,” Billy Massie, the 
director of sales and marketing for Knockerball Harrisonburg, said. 
The game, which has numerous variations, including jousting 
and soccer, allowed students to play soccer using a giant inflatable 
ball at UREC Fest. Toward the end of the event, Massie allowed the 
players to joust.
The game appeals to students due to the physical contact found 
in sports like football, but injuries are infrequent. 
“It looks very extreme, but it’s very, very safe,” Massie said. “We 
have three main rules. Only bubble-to-bubble contact, no leading 
with the head, don’t hit anybody when they’re down. As long as 
people follow those rules we don’t have any injuries.” 
Massie credits the tension inside the ball for creating a place for 
soft landings. Students agree that getting knocked over isn’t as bad 
as it looks. 
“When you fell it felt like you were landing on a cloud,” freshman 
marketing major Mikayla Bernetich said. “It was so fun.”
Once players get a feel for the game and understand the lack 
of negatives associated with falling, they tend to become more 
confident running into opponents. This helps make the games more 
competitive over time. 
Since the game combines soccer with body contact, an 
opportunity arises for knockerball to become a popular intramural 
sport. At UREC Fest a 6 foot inflatable soccer ball is used due to 
the size of the gymnasium as well as the goals available. In other 
instances, a regular soccer ball is used to make the game slightly 
more competitive. 
Both games loosely follow the rules of normal soccer, although 
certain penalties, like being offsides, aren’t monitored.   
“I was more concerned with knocking people over than I was with 
hitting the ball and getting in the goal,” freshman kinesiology major 
Maeve Reynolds said. “I would probably recommend a regular sized 
ball to make it more competitive.”
The game is still making its way around the country as not 
everyone has heard of knockerball, which originated in Europe. 
Since the game is still in its infancy, some people doubt how often 
the game could actually be played without the novelty wearing off. 
“I don’t think I’d do it every weekend, but I think it would be 
something to do like with your friends,” Reynolds said. 
Despite being weary of the novelty fading away, there was still a 
consensus that playing the sport only occasionally would keep the 
game enjoyable.  
“You don’t go to the amusement park every weekend,” Bernetich 
said. “But every time you do, it’s fun.”
While Massie hopes to eventually have knockerball offered as an 
intramural sport at JMU, in the meantime he hopes JMU students 
will rent out the balls for events. The packaged deal for knockerball 
starts at $250, with eight knockerballs for one hour and a supervisor 
for safety. Adding another hour to the event is half off the original 
price and it costs $50 for every two knockerballs added to the group.
As the semester heats up and people are looking for fun ways to 
stay in shape, knocking it out of UPark is becoming an option. 
CONTACT Bennett Conlin at breezesports@gmail.com.
By EMMY FREEDMAN AND JULIA NELSON
The Breeze
Imelda O’Reilly believes that home can be found in several different places. 
“Ireland’s a small country, but for a small country it makes a lot of noise,” O’Reilly, the newest 
addition to the media arts and design faculty, said. 
She’s describing her home country, but it’s also indicative of her as a person: She’s lived 
on four different continents and has written and directed numerous films, such as her shorts 
“Lilly in the Woods” and “Eggs and Soldiers.” Now she’s starting the next chapter of her life at 
JMU, teaching Film as Art and Screenplay Writing. 
So far, her experience at JMU has been positive.
“The students are so engaging,” O’Reilly said. “I was very impressed that not only are they 
on time, but early for class.”
Her students have found her presence positive as well. 
“Having a class with a new professor is always really exciting because they could take the 
course in any direction they want to,” said senior media arts and design major Kyle Johnson, 
who’s in Film as Art. “I really want to watch her films now. I guess that’ll give me a better insight 
into her personality and the way that she approaches film.”
Dolores Flamiano, who was serving as interim director of the SMAD department while 
potential new faculty members were being interviewed, was drawn to O’Reilly’s warmth and 
creativity during the interview process. 
“I’m very excited for SMAD students to have the opportunity to have that international 
perspective from someone who’s done work in the corporate area as well as independent 
documentaries,” Flamiano said. “So sort of the range of work that they might be doing when 
they go into the real world.”
When O’Reilly lived in Ireland, it was right before the Celtic Tiger, a time of vast economic growth 
in the country at the turn of the century. Before the boom, there weren’t many job opportunities 
for people her age so she, along with many of her peers, moved to the United States. She ended up 
in New York City to study at Queens College, City University of New York, where she studied film. 
see O’REILLY, page 8
New film professor will bring 
international worldview to students
The Breeze shares some of its favorite #AlisonAdamStories from last week
By GRACE THOMPSON
The Breeze
Alison Parker, a JMU alumna, former editor for The Breeze 
and reporter for WDBJ-TV, and Adam Ward, a Virginia Tech 
alumnus and cameraman for the same station, both lived lives 
full of love and adventure. All too suddenly, they were likked 
last year during a live report in Roanoke, Virginia. Countless 
people shared their memories, pictures or how they’re living 
lives like them. 
The Breeze commemorated Alison Parker and Adam 
Ward on their final day of life last Thursday. The newsroom 
staff gathered on the steps of Wilson Hall on the Quad for 
a moment of silence and heard stories shared from Ryan 
Parkhurst, a media arts and design professor who was Alison’s 
adviser, and Kelly Zuber, the news director at WDBJ during the 
tragedy. The staff then went out to speak with people around 
campus living life to the fullest, and sharing those experiences 
using #AlisonAdamStories. 
Separate from the on-campus initiative, but much in the 
same idea of reminiscing about their lives, we asked anyone 
who knew either of them to share their stories on social media 
by also using #AlisonAdamStories. 
These quotes were a select few of many, taken from 
Facebook. 
WRIC-TV anchor Amy Lacey said broadcasters all over 
America were wearing Parker and Ward’s favorite colors, 
maroon and teal, and that they smiled more that day to spread 
joy like they did.
“We smile to recognize their amazing contributions in such 
a short time,” Lacey said. “We refuse to let them be defined 
by tragedy and instead choose to celebrate how they lived.”
see ALISONADAM, page 3
MEGAN RZEPKA / THE BREEZE 
Editors of The Breeze stand for a moment of silence for Alison and Adam. #AlisonAdamStories was used to share stories of positivity.
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@BreezeLifeJMU“To the press alone, chequered as it 
is with abuses, the world is indebted 
for all the triumphs which have been 
gained by reason and humanity 
over error and oppression.” 





The Breeze, the student-run newspaper of James Madison 
University, serves student, faculty and staff readership by 
reporting news involving the campus and local community. 
The Breeze strives to be impartial and fair in its reporting 
and firmly believes in First Amendment rights.
Published on Thursday mornings, The Breeze is distributed 
throughout James Madison University and the local 
Harrisonburg community.  Single copies of The Breeze are 
distributed free of charge. Additional copies are available 
for 50 cents by contacting our business office. Comments 
and complaints should be addressed to Robyn Smith, editor.
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Event Calendar
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Thursday, September 1 Friday, September 2
Tuesday, September 6 Wednesday, September 7
Saturday, September 3 Sunday, September 4 Monday, September 5
• Open Mic Comedy @ The 
Artful Dodger Coffeehouse 
and Cocktail Lounge, 9-11 p.m.
• All You Can Eat Thursdays with 
TNF - Rocktown Slops @ 
Brothers Craft Brewing, 4-11 
p.m.
• Open Jam Night @ Dave’s 
Taverna, 7-10 p.m.
• Cask Friday @ Brothers Craft 
Brewing, 4-11 p.m.
• Salsaburg Club @ The Artful 
Dodger Coffeehouse & Cocktail 
Lounge, 9 p.m. to 2 a.m.
• Heat Wave Art Show @ With 
Simplicity, 5-8 p.m.
• Alcoholics Anonymous @ 
Madison Union 311, 8-9 p.m.
• JMU Football’s Home Opener 
vs. Morehead State @ 
Bridgeforth Stadium, 6 p.m.
• Bend & Brews @ Three 
Notch’d Brewing Co., 10-11:30 
a.m.
• Rejuvenating Saturdays with 
Dwight Martin and College 
Football @ Brothers Craft 
Brewing Co., noon-11 p.m.
• Afternoon Tea @ Joshua 
Wilton House, 1-3 p.m.
• Honors College Cookout 
@ Shenandoah Hall 
Courtyard, 3-5 p.m.
• Sunday Brunch @ 
Clementine Café, 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m.
• Trivia Night @ Wolfe 
Street Brewing Co., 6-8 
p.m.
• A Modern Point of View: 
Exploring Early 20th 
Century Painting @ Lisbany 
Museum in the Festival 
Conference Center, 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m.
• Harmonic Laboratory @ 
Duke Hall Gallery, 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m.
• Karaoke Night @ Dave’s 
Taverna, 9-midnight. 
• Free Women’s Self Defense Seminar 
@ MMA Institute of Harrisonburg, 7-8 
p.m.
• WMRA Books & Brews: Alan Taylor 
@ Pale Fire Tap Room, 7-9 p.m.
• Final day to drop classes @ James 
Madison University
• Conversation Partner Program Info 
Session @ Festival Conference 
Center, 5:45-7 p.m.
• African Drumming Class @ 
Our Community Place, 1-3 
p.m.
• Wilton Wednesday @ 
Joshua Wilton House, 4-9 
p.m.
• Weekly Bingo @ Wolfe 
Street Brewing Co., 8-10 
p.m.
CARTOON: LET’S GET SQUIRRELY 
CHELSEA CROUCH / THE BREEZE








17 “Lone Survivor” actor Hirsch
18 Strike site
20 LBJ, for one
21 Champs-Élysées sights
23 Shady garden denizen
24 Go through again
26 Counter alternatives
27 Strike site
30 Signature scent since 1968
31 Place for an anvil
32 Works at Museo del Prado
36 Sailor’s pronoun
37 Company with a crocodile logo
41 Pitching stat




51 Insect that may live for 17 years
54 Live-in helper
55 Psychologist May
56 Date bk. listings
58 Peeples of “Walker, Texas Ranger”
60 Strike site
62 Unspoiled spots
64 Vikings’ home: Abbr.
65 Opinion
66 Mournful music
67 Get too much sun
68 Hand-me-down
69 It’s often spoken with one hand at the 
edge of one’s mouth
Down
1 Retired
2 Resisting being taken?
3 Academic term
4 Poivre’s tablemate
5 Statue of Liberty architect




10 Live and breathe
11 Mahler’s last symphony
12 Fields
14 Loudness measure
19 God with a hammer
22 Co-star of Burt in “The Killers”
25 Author Harper
26 D.C. : Metro :: S.F. : __
27 Nonpareil
28 Téa of “Madam Secretary”
29 Strasbourg step
33 They’re often found in dens
34 Forest age indicators
35 “Duck soup!”
38 Electronics brand relaunched in 2015




48 Have too much, briefly
49 Took a snooze
50 Inner, as a feeling
51 Bit of Hansel’s trail
52 Land of ancient Asia Minor
53 Toast-making sound
56 Cries of discovery
57 Elbow
59 “I’d hate to break up __”
61 Good name for a cook?
63 Guacamole, e.g.
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A golden opportunity







The Harrisonburg Police 
Department notified the JMU 
Police Department about an 
alleged assault that took place 
in the 800 block of Devon 
Lane last Saturday. 
According to a message 
from Madison Alert, the 
individuals were walking 
around 11:55 p.m. when 
they were approached by a 
group of people. One man, 
who was described as “a 
white male wearing a white 
shirt and a light colored hat 
described as approximately 6 
feet tall and 185 pounds with 
brown hair,” struck one of the 
men in the group, who lost 
consciousness. 
According to the Madison 
Alert, “as one of the 
individuals attempted to 
provide aid, another suspect 
described as a white male 
wearing a navy blue shirt 
described as approximately 
6 feet 2 inches tall and 200 
pounds struck him in the 
face.” 
The alleged victims reported 
that they didn’t know the 
suspects and claim the 
incident was unprovoked. 
Anyone with information 
about this incident should 
contact the HPD at 540-574-
5050 or text “HPD” plus the 
tip to 274637 (CRIMES). They 
can also contact the JMU PD 
at 540-568-6911, in person at 





Wide-eyed, hopeful athletes struggle to catch their 
breath as they enter the 31st Olympic Summer games 
in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. On the sidelines, runners 
are stretching, basketball players are strategizing 
and swimmers are focusing on their schedules. Next 
to them is a JMU student watching these athletes’ 
dreams of taking home gold come true. Rachel 
Gonsalves, a senior anthropology and modern foreign 
languages double major, was able to share her 
experience volunteering at the 2016 Rio Olympics. 
How did you hear about an opportunity to go to the 
Olympics? Who else helped you with the trip? 
Nobody really told me about this. I knew 
that the Olympics would have to need 
volunteers so I started to research other 
people’s experiences on the internet. I did 
the process all by myself. Shout out to my 
parents for helping me make this happen. 
Where did you stay? Who were you staying with? 
I used Airbnb for housing. When I secured my 
accommodation, I kept in contact with the host 
family from May until I got there. I couldn’t 
have had a better experience with them. I 
didn’t expect for them to be so welcoming 
and inviting. The girl that I stayed with spoke 
English but the rest of her family only spoke 
Portuguese. All together, there were four of 
them living in the same house — Camilla, her 
parents and her grandmother — but I got to 
meet her brother, her grandfather, her uncle 
and many more relatives. They understood 
that my Portuguese wasn’t fluent but they 
complimented me many times that I spoke 
Portuguese well. They lived about 10 minutes 
in walking distance to the stadium. When I 
worked, I woke up at 5:30 a.m. every morning 
and then walked there just in time for my 
6:30 a.m. shift, and I got off around 1 p.m. 
What did you volunteer to do at the Olympics? 
My official title was “Field of Play team 
member” at the Olympic stadium for the 
athletics events, a.k.a. Track and Field. 
When I got there, they were giving us a tour 
of the stadium but they were speaking in 
Portuguese only. The advantage for me was 
that I took Portuguese for five semesters at 
JMU. They needed more volunteers that spoke 
English fluently and understood Portuguese. 
So I ended up translating from English to 
Portuguese and Portuguese to English for 
the athletes, the coaches and our team 
leaders. Also, I had to help the athletes put 
their bibs on with their names and numbers 
on them. I was working with team leaders 
and volunteers from all over the world.
What was the biggest challenge you faced 
during the experience you had? 
Honestly, the biggest challenge was the 
airport. I ended up leaving two days after 
I was supposed to due to weather delays, I 
lost my baggage for a day and on my way 
back I had to hustle to each airport. 
What was the best part of the experience? 
The best part of my experience was meeting 
so many new faces and traveling by myself. 
At first it was scary, but then I got so used 
to it that sometimes I felt invincible. 
How does this Olympic experience relate to what you want 
to do in the future whether it be a career or traveling?
It may seem like a stretch, but I have been 
thinking about staying in Brazil for some time 
in my life. I just absolutely love that country. 
Also, I had great practice with speaking in 
Portuguese and if I go higher in education, I 
would like to have more experience with that. 
Did you meet any athletes?
While volunteering, I tried to keep my 
conversations with the athletes to a minimum 
because it was their time to prepare. I didn’t 
want to interrupt that. I saw Usain Bolt, Justin 
Gatlin, Allyson Felix and more. They were all 
very friendly and many told me that they 
appreciate the job that I was doing. While 
sightseeing, I saw the U.S. Men’s Basketball 
team at the Christ the Redeemer Statue and 
took a picture with Klay Thompson. I didn’t talk 
with him for very long but he was really nice.
CONTACT Joanna McNeilly at 
mcneilje@dukes.jmu.edu. 
ABBEY BLOUCH / THE BREEZE
Rachel Gonsalves, a senior anthropology and modern foreign languages double major, volunteered as a “Field of Play 
Team member” at the Olympics this summer. Gonsalves speaks some Portuguese, which she’s been studying at JMU. 
More than a makeover
Local waitress visited by celebrity after xenophobic experience
By GRACE THOMPSON
The Breeze
Sadie Elledge was left a note 
on a customer’s receipt saying, 
“We only tip citizens”  while 
working as a waitress at Jess’ 
Quick Lunch in Harrisonburg 
on Aug. 15. Elledge, who is 
of Honduran and Mexican 
descent, was born in America. 
The story was published 
by local news sources like 
WHSV-TV, and even picked up 
nationally by The Washington 
Post. 
Greice Santo, an actress best 
known for her role as Blanca 
on the show “Jane the Virgin,” 
was outraged by the prejudice 
Elledge endured. A victim of 
bullying herself, Santo, who is 
originally from Brazil, created 
“Glam by Greice,” which she 
uses to find stories about 
women who have been abused 
and treat them to a head-to-
toe makeover. Santo set up 
Elledge’s makeover at The 
Studio, a salon off Neff Avenue. 
Santo hopes that by Elledge 
bringing attention to her bullies, 
they’ll realize how many people
  see MAKEOVER, page 4
ERIN SCOUTEN / THE BREEZE
Sadie Elledge, who was left a racist note by a customer at work, received 
a free makeover from ABC’s “Jane the Virgin” actress Greice Santo.
ALISONADAM |  Friends of Alison Parker and Adam Ward share thoughts
from front
Parker and Ward were both 
known for their passion for 
journalism, a profession in which 
they worked diligently. One 
example of how Parker’s hard work 
became obvious was when she was 
posthumously nominated for and 
won a regional Emmy for Best Live 
Reporter. 
Parker and Ward lived so much 
more in their short lives than some 
do in 70 years. Parker and Ward were 
a beacon of hope and light to others 
themselves, allowing some to find 
light during this painful situation. 
WCBD-TV journalist Mayci 
McLeod said she and her co-workers 
mourned their deaths but now 
appreciate reporting happier stories 
because of the prevalence of tragic 
ones. 
“We cover tough news every day, 
so it’s the days where I get to have fun 
and tell happier stories that really 
make me love my job,” McLeod 
said. “It’s the special reporter/
photographer relationship that 
Alison and Adam had that helps to 
get you through those tough stories, 
and makes it fun to step back and 
enjoy the lighter ones.”
Telling other people’s stories is 
what made them happiest; both 
Ward and Parker are known for their 
constant smiles. 
John Critzer, a College of William 
and Mary alumnus and friend of 
Ward posted about how Ward lit up 
rooms as he walked in.
“What if every single person 
you come into contact with today 
is better ... happier for having the 
privilege of knowing you that day?” 
Critzer said. “That’s what Adam’s life 
was … every day. Rest in peace, my 
friend. You were the best of us.”
Parker was also involved in Greek 
life and was a member of Alpha 
Phi at JMU. Her grand-little, Emer 
Tumelty (’14), said via Facebook 
how fond she was of Parker and how 
much of an influence her grand-big 
had on her.
“I think having someone so 
committed to the community, her 
career and her family and friends 
was important to look up to while 
I was in college,” Tumelty said. 
“Seeing how someone could be able 
to balance so many things in her 
life encouraged me to strive to be a 
better person. I always knew Alison 
would be there if I ever needed her 
and it was a comfort to know I had 
a caring person like her in my life.”
Parker and Ward were given a star 
at the Grandin Theatre in Roanoke, 
and also had a press box named 
after them at the Salem Red Sox 
stadium. 
A fellow colleague of Parker and 
Ward at WDBJ-TV, Joe Dashiell, 
said these kind of anniversaries can 
be difficult to manage. She doesn’t 
want to celebrate their deaths, nor 
does she want to pretend they never 
happened. 
“I plan to start the day by 
spending a few quiet moments at 
the new memorial outside WDBJ7, 
giving thanks for the friendship 
that Alison and Adam showed 
me, and for the positive impact 
they continue to have on so many 
lives,” Dashiell said on Facebook. “I 
will say a prayer for those who feel 
their loss more deeply than I. And 
I will repeat a few simple words I 
know others have shared over the 
last year. ‘We love you. We miss 
you. And we will never forget you.’”
CONTACT Grace Thompson 
at thompsgc@dukes.jmu.edu.
MEGAN RZEPKA / THE BREEZE
Members of the Breeze staff on campus finding #AlisonAdamStories. 
The day was meant to commemorate the way the journalists lived.  
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rethink their behavior. She’s 
also pleased with how the 
community came together for 
such an amazing cause.
     “I’m so thankful for 
everyone who helped me 
put this together for Sadie,” 
Santo said. “I especially want 
to thank The Studio and LeLa 
Boutique for donating outfits 
to Sadie.” 
Judi Crawford, the owner of 
The Studio, was in charge of 
giving Elledge the makeover. 
She was excited to do 
something special for someone 
in her community. 
“I think the important 
thing that we’re doing is 
allowing people like Sadie to 
know that we just don’t do 
bullying,” Crawford said. “We, 
as Americans in Harrisonburg, 
Virginia, will honor someone 
that is not honored.”
Crawford said they had all 
sorts of ideas about what to 
do for Elledge. They took her 
downtown to pick out a few 
outfits and then gave her a 
makeover back at the salon.
“We showed up at Jess’ and 
whisked Sadie away,” Crawford 
said. 
Upon returning to The 
Studio, Crawford treated her to 
a popular French hair coloring 
technique, balayage, which 
gives a natural highlight to the 
customer’s hair. The team later 
gave her a mani-pedi and did 
her makeup. 
Santo had one last surprise 
up her sleeve for Elledge. Axl 
Rose from the band AC/DC 
called Elledge and offered 
her free tickets to his show in 
Washington, D.C., on Sept. 17 
at the Verizon Center. 
“I didn’t like this story [of 
what happened to Elledge],” 
Rose said over the phone. “I 
wanted to be a part of Greice’s 
plan and invite you to our AC/
DC show in Washington, D.C.” 
He added that Elledge was free 
to bring family and friends. 
Elledge agreed to come to 
the concert and said she was 
overwhelmed by all of the 
love everyone has shown her. 
She was thrilled to be a part 
of this and to be given the 
opportunity to take an awful 
experience and turn it into 
something beautiful. 
“I’m really excited,” Elledge 
said. “I’ve never gotten my hair 
done before.” 
Elledge added that she was 
appreciative of all the support 
she was receiving. 
 “I want to say thank you to 
everyone who’s doing this for 
me,” Elledge said. “It was really 
nice of them.”
CONTACT Grace Thompson 
at thompsgc@dukes.jmu.edu. 
New building on the block
The College of Health and Behavioral Studies building features a unique open floor plan and state-of-the-art features. The LEED Silver 
certified environmentally friendly building houses classes for an anticipated 7,850 CHBS students this fall. The building cost over $45.6 
million to construct and clocks in at 147,033 square feet. Here’s a look at some of the highlights of this new addition to campus. 
1) Mannequins
The nursing labs contain six high-fidelity mannequins that cost between $30,000 
and $100,000 each. The dummies have the ability to move, blink and make noises, 
and a person controlling them can change their heart rates and even speak for 
them. Less expensive dummies sit in a “hospital” room and have lifelike gums, 
moveable limbs and attachable wounds for students to practice dressing. 
2) Students in action
With volunteers from the community as well as theatre classes, students in health-
related majors such as nursing and occupational therapy can develop what is often 
called a bedside manner, learning how to treat patients while they’re in critical 
condition — like in this nursing skills lab.
3) Lecture Halls
The two lecture halls seat 165 students each and feature special soundproof 
walls and a design to improve the acoustics in the rooms. Someone standing 
in one corner of the room can clearly hear another person whispering from the 
opposite corner. 
4) Color-Coding 
Each of the floors in the CHBS building are color-coded from walls to chairs and 
everything in between, making it easier for students and faculty to know what 
floor they’re on at any given time. The ground and first floors are orange, the 
second floor is teal, the third floor is green, the fourth floor is dark blue and 
the fifth floor is maroon. Although no one floor is specific to any major, a wall 
outside each set of elevators directs students to different departments and the 
main office on each floor. 
5) Chairs
Each floor’s color-coded chairs provide a space for students to study and socialize. 
Some of the chairs include features like iPad stands and personal reading lights, 
while others have huge arms or mini-desks attached.
CONTACT Alyssa Miller and Makena Rafferty-
Lewis at breezenews@gmail.com. 
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The Breeze welcomes and encourages readers to voice their opinions through 
letters and guest columns. Letters must be no longer than 250 words. Guest 
columns must be no more than 650 words.
The Breeze reserves the right to edit submissions for length, grammar and 
if material is libelous, factually inaccurate or unclear. The Breeze assumes 
the rights to any published work. Opinions expressed in this page, with the 
exception of editorials, are not necessarily those of The Breeze or its staff.
Letters and guest columns should be submitted in print or via e-mail and 
must include name, phone number, major/year if author is a current student 
(or year of graduation), professional title (if applicable) and place of residence 
if author is not a JMU student.
The Breeze
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A “you-all-inspire-me” 
pat to the Breeze staff who 
spent their day sharing 
#AlisonAdamStories on social 
media.
From a Breeze alumna who 
couldn’t be prouder and misses 
you weenies like crazy.
A “go-away” dart between 
coughs to this sickness.
From a senior who just 
wanted to enjoy her last first 
week of classes.
A “you’re-discouraging-
fitness” dart to UREC for not 
having day lockers in the new 
faculty-staff locker rooms.
From a long-time UREC fan 
who appreciates all that you 
have to offer but thinks your 
F/S locker rental fee is, frankly, 
ridiculous.
A “hurry-up” dart to the 
campus medics.
From someone who watched 
an injured girl wait 15 mintues 
for help.
A “thanks-for-the-
education-and-job” pat to 
JMU.
From an alumna who can’t 
believe she gets to work (and 
eat) at the best university on 
earth.
A “please-don’t-clutter-my-
car” dart to Little Italy Pizza for 
putting an ad on my windshield 
that permanently melted into 
the glass.
From a student who dislikes 
seeing the ad remnants every 
time he drives.
Darts & Pats are anonymously submitted and printed on a space-available basis.
Submissions creatively depict a given situation, person or event and do not necessarily reflect the truth.
Submit Darts & Pats at breezejmu.org
ALLYN LETOURNEAU |  Letournalism
The year 2016 has provided the world with a 
handful of musical masterpieces, from Drake’s 
“Views” and Chance the Rapper’s gospel-
rap “Coloring Book,” to Frank Ocean’s highly 
anticipated third project “Blonde.”
Apple Music released Drake’s, Chance’s and 
Ocean’s albums as exclusives, meaning that the 
music was only available through Apple and not 
through the opposing streaming giant Spotify. 
After two weeks of being on Apple, Drake and 
Chance released their music on Spotify as well. 
Ocean still hasn’t released to Spotify, as his project only released last 
week, but Spotify is working on making it available.
However, although Spotify has gotten the Apple Music exclusives 
eventually, they’ve taken to retaliation against artists working with 
Apple Music. According to Bloomberg, Spotify has modified search 
algorithms in the Spotify-featured playlists because they were working 
with Apple. Because Apple has much more money built from their 
hardware sales and other services, they have the monetary flexibility 
to buy these artists into Apple Music exclusives. This is a disadvantage 
for the other streaming platform Spotify, but should Spotify be 
damaging their connections with the Apple Music artists?
Trailblazers such as Chance and Ocean who’ve begun to stray away 
from music labels and become independent artists have less of an 
option to take the lower financial road. The future of music is leaning 
away from big record companies and more toward the sharing and 
creativity of music. These artists shouldn’t be punished for taking 
the better deal with Apple Music. Because they’re independent, they 
don’t have the backing from a label to provide sustenance for all of 
their needs, meaning that an Apple exclusive is financially better than 
releasing on both platforms simultaneously. It builds momentum 
for their music because it’s only on Apple. Once the music becomes 
available on Spotify, if the music is well demanded, it would only hurt 
Spotify to keep the tracks away from their featured playlists.
I personally have both Apple Music and Spotify. I listen to the 
Apple Music exclusives on Apple Music and on Spotify, after they’ve 
been released there. Both platforms have their advantages and 
disadvantages, but as a listener who has experienced the burial of my 
favorite Apple Music artists on Spotify’s search engine, it becomes 
frustrating whenever I’m searching their music and end up having to 
dig deeper than just typing a part of the song title to find it. That kind 
of inconvenience makes me use Apple Music rather than listen to the 
same artists on Spotify. As more and more artists are moving toward 
independent releases, it only means that the Apple Music exclusives 
will increase as time goes on.  Spotify’s actions may end up losing 
them listeners if they continue the Apple Music artist boycott. 
It all eventually boils down to the artist’s preference of whether 
they’d like to make a hefty deal with Apple and suffer a negative 
impact of their potential reach on Spotify or release all together and 
not have the wallet-filling deal with Apple. I think it’s wise for more 
popular artists to take the larger sum of money knowing that their 
music will be good enough to become demanded regardless of the 
platform somebody is listening on. At the end of the day, it’s all about 
the quality of the music, not the source.
Allyn Letourneau is a junior biophysical chemistry major. Contact 
Allyn at letourag@dukes.jmu.edu.
Spotify strikes back
SPENCER MUNSON |  organized ramblings
What you get from 
giving your time
It’s no secret that helping out other 
people can make you feel better, whether 
it’s doing a good deed or volunteering at a 
service organization. If you’ve ever given 
someone else a gift or offered a helping 
hand, you know the unparalleled feeling 
that’s triggered by the recipient’s positive 
reaction. We often associate volunteer work 
with selflessness and consider the impact 
that the work has on others, but there’s 
much more to volunteering than that. 
When I was young, my mom 
was insistent on teaching my 
brother and me the importance 
of helping others in the form 
of service and volunteer work. 
At the time, these trips to food 
drives, soup kitchens and gift-
wrappings were little more than 
an annoyance and interruption 
to our day. My brother and I 
were aware of the work we were 
doing but naïve to the impact it 
had and the lives it affected.
As we became more involved 
in local volunteerism and grew in maturity, we began to 
understand the lessons our mother was instilling. I began to 
grasp how fortunate I was to be afforded certain things in life 
such as meals, basic shelter and clothes. Until I was exposed 
to these situations, many of the luxuries in my life seemed 
like basic rights to which everyone had access. This exposure 
would ultimately shape my outlook on greater issues in our 
society like poverty and inequality, and would motivate me 
to help others. 
When I began volunteering in college, the same lessons 
I learned as a kid were perpetuated further by my firsthand 
experience with service organizations. The difference came 
in the motivation. As a child, I volunteered because I was 
told that it was something I needed to do. As a college 
student, I volunteer because I know that there are people 
out there who need a little help and I’m fortunate enough to 
have the time and resources to offer it.
No matter how seemingly taxing or trivial the service you 
perform for someone, words don’t do justice to describe 
the feeling you’ll get from that person’s gratitude. It’s in 
those moments that we can understand humility on a 
more profound level and can feel a deeper gratitude for 
the advantages afforded to us thus far in life. There are 
basic human rights, which I believe all people deserve and 
unfortunately not everyone in this world is given.
But it’s through volunteering and service 
that we can equalize the playing field. If 
sacrificing some time in your day means 
providing food or shelter for a family in 
need, I find it difficult to justify not giving 
that time.
In many volunteering cases, the 
motivation is extrinsically based and the 
volunteer has something to gain, such as 
the completion of mandated hours or an 
addition to a resume. Often times, however, 
something interesting happens. Upon 
completing volunteer service, many people 
feel a greater sense of community, a deeper 
connection to fellow volunteers and personal satisfaction. 
These feelings can’t be measured on a graph or a chart, but 
they’re still legitimate.
Volunteering offers us something that we can’t find by 
buying a new car, receiving a paycheck or gathering material 
goods — it offers us a better understanding of ourselves and 
of the world around us. Volunteering exposes the people 
who are often disregarded by the rest of the world and 
offers them a voice. We all have the opportunity to make a 
difference in the world and in doing so, it can make a big 
difference in us.
Spencer Munson is a senior management major. Contact 
Spencer at munsonsc@dukes.jmu.edu.
As a college student, I 
volunteer because I know that 
there are people out there 
who need a little help and I’m 
fortunate enough to have the 
time and resources to offer it.
CHELSEA CROUCH / THE BREEZE
RISHMITA AICH |  pride and prejudice
Are electives 
open to all?
There’s more to volunteering than meets the eye
I was all set to ace another brand-new academic year with 
my customized semester schedule and assorted Sharpies when 
I received the email for “reconsideration.” I was asked to rethink 
my decision on choosing an elective class since it required 
“extensive” reading and writing.
Even though I’d met all the requirements for the class and 
had been successfully enrolled in it, suddenly the class was 
only recommended to the respective declared majors of the 
department and restricted for the other majors. The email of 
discouragement, openly addressed to just me and another 
international student, completely threw me off track and I was 
left with a giant void in my academic schedule two days before the semester started.
Since I spent most of my summer looking forward to attending the class and 
reading about it, I had to dig a little deeper into the matter. I discovered that a lot 
of my peers have received similar emails while choosing classes. It seems like the 
students were simply picked out on the whims of the respective authorities who 
felt they weren’t eligible for the classes in their departments, despite meeting the 
prerequisites. While I see the need to provide adequate information about the 
classes through these emails, is it just a friendly reminder of what’s coming ahead in 
a class or questioning a student’s academic credibility? Or worse, their reading and 
writing skills?
A scroll through the list of courses for different departments would show that 
most lower level classes are open to all students, and it puts my mind at ease to see 
the wide spectrum of classes to choose from. But I might be missing the boat where 
there’s a clear priority division between students who want to take the class as an 
elective and the ones who have to take it as a major requirement.
I appreciate the concern to inform a student who’s not majoring in the subject 
about the expectations of the class, but they’re devaluing their students’ interests by 
suggesting that they should drop out of it. A lot of students end up discovering their 
true passions through electives and one “reconsideration” email could drive them 
eons away from finding their calling.
I ended up dropping my “inadvisable” elective class and went for a “safer” 
general education alternative instead, but a string of questions hung like a sword 
over my head. How was I chosen for reconsideration? Is this a classic case of judging 
a book by its cover or a genuine plea of concern from the instructor’s desk? Who 
draws the line between discouraging a student to take a class and saving them from 
a potential flunk?
The instructor’s preconceived notions about my reading and writing skills was a 
huge blow to my self-respect, but the possibility of getting picked out on the basis of 
my international student status pricked at my heart and raised concern for others 
who’ve been treated this way.
Selecting classes dates back to the theory of “survival of the luckiest.” But the 
worst thing that can happen in this battlefield of securing seats is a reconsideration 
email.
Rishmita Aich is a junior media arts and design major. Contact Rishmita at 
aichrx@dukes.jmu.edu.
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ARMIN HARACIC |  contributing columnist
Student arrested for placing 
trash in wrong recycling bin
By MATT MURPHY
The Breeze
You know it happens. You may have even 
seen it once or twice. Most of all, you hate it. 
People constantly place their garbage in the 
wrong trash and recycling bins around campus 
despite clear pictorial descriptions of which 
items go in which bins. While these criminals 
who live among us try to destroy the fabric of 
our sustainable community, the JMU police are 
finally beginning to crack down on this issue.
The first of what will hopefully be many 
arrests was made yesterday when a student 
was caught placing his trash into the wrong 
bin. He tossed it in the garbage in passing 
and continued on his merry way, seemingly 
showing no remorse toward the crime he had 
just committed. Less than 10 seconds after 
the incident, a few police officers tackled him 
to the ground and cuffed him. The force used 
here might be criticized as excessive, but it’s 
necessary to quickly apprehend dangerous 
criminals of this sort to ensure it goes down 
smoothly.
The accused man was taken into the police 
cruiser while spouting the same tired excuses 
over and over.
“I didn’t know where to put my empty food 
container; there wasn’t a picture for it on the 
signs,” he said. “It was an honest mistake!”
Yeah right, man. Tell it to the judge.
This sort of expert police work is why so many 
people feel safe at JMU. It was only a matter 
of time before authorities began to round up 
the perpetrators of what so many mislabel as a 
“victimless crime.” The environment is what’s 
at stake here. Maybe you’ll think twice before 
tossing that bottle into the compost bin.
CONTACT Matt Murphy at 
murph4ma@dukes.jmu.edu.
If you’re looking for a thrilling, hilarious (but 
dark) and often ridiculous show to binge-watch, 
“Orange Is the New Black” is a must-see.
Between Piper Chapman (Taylor Schilling), 
a goody-two-shoes who finds herself planted in 
jail, and Alex Vause (Laura Prepon) — her badass 
lesbian sidekick — there isn’t a dull moment in 
the first season. With flashbacks to their time in 
an international drug cartel and too much prison 
drama to imagine, “Orange Is the New Black” 
creates a gripping narrative that’ll have you 
pressing “Next Episode” before Netflix can play it 
for you.
As the seasons go on, this Netflix original series 
introduces new characters, like the stunning Stella 
(Ruby Rose), and takes twists and turns you’d never 
expect. The first season is roughly based on the true 
story of Piper Kerman, but the others are crafted to 
make us laugh, cry and even hold our breath.
You’re going to see plenty of romances form on 
screen, see plenty of people get sent to the Security 
Housing Unit and see plenty of prison guards doing 
things they aren’t supposed to.
Whether it’s the group of Latinas or Red (Kate 
Mulgrew) starting a fight, Mr. Caputo (Nick 
Sandow), the director of human activities at the 
prison, is going to try and end it.
The characters are the best part of the show — 
Big Boo (Lea DeLaria) will have you laughing, Nicky 
(Natasha Lyonne) will have you praying and Yoga 
(Constance Shulman) will have you wondering how 
someone stays so calm in prison.
With boisterous Taystee (Danielle Brooks), 
loving Poussey (Samira Wiley) and misunderstood 
Suzanne “Crazy Eyes” (Uzo Aduba), “Orange Is the 
New Black” highlights current social issues and 
displays the true meaning of friendship — all in a 
federal correction facility.
RACHEL PETTY |  Petty for your thoughts SATIRICAL NEWS COLUMN
DAN FORD |  contributing columnist
Founded upon the everlasting principles of common equality and 
shared dignity, our nation — despite its optimistic commencement 
— has long since struggled to see these important ethics through to 
reality. It took a great war for us to exterminate the legal practice of 
slavery; it took the cries of countless suffragettes in order for women to 
gain the civic right to vote; and it took the unprecedented movement 
of church leaders and human rights activists before black Americans 
were awarded legal equality and statutory safeguards against 
discrimination made necessary by centuries of racial oppression.
And though such impressive progress toward equality has been 
achieved, subsequently calming the many tensions this country once 
knew well, it hasn’t fully quelled them, and thus, they are bound to 
gain steam in time.
The great slogan for our country illuminates the truth behind what 
has sustained America through times of difficulty and propelled it 
to greatness during times of opportunity. Though we are a people 
represented by one flag and guided by one constitution, this country 
is and always has been the conjoining of many peoples, many cultures 
and many beliefs: “Out of many, we are one.”
Throughout its history, the U.S. has provided shelter for those fleeing 
religious and ethnic persecution, has provided guidance for those 
chasing economic dignity and has provided hope for those seeking 
liberation. The slavery of black men, women and children as well as 
the internment of the Japanese-American population during the WWII 
are two obvious examples of America’s constitutional guarantees being 
thwarted because of the fatal mixing of fear and anger.
I’d hope that we, as one great country made up of many diverse 
parts, would’ve learned from such embarrassing mistakes so that when 
presented with new and evolving challenges, we bring the world closer 
together rather than pull it further apart.
Yet, we have elected as one of our two major party nominees a man 
who lights the torch of his candidacy with that fatal mixing of anger 
adulterated with fear, resulting in the spawning of an ignorant agenda. 
And though I have no reason to question Trump’s sincerity in his 
candidacy nor question his deep desire to aid in solving our country’s 
problems, I find this to be of no solace when eyeing his dangerously 
divisive agenda.
We’re a land that popularized the notion of religious liberty; when 
other nations unjustly prosecuted those practicing minority faiths, we 
opened up our arms, accepting all who prayed differently. Demanding 
that Muslims take an exam prior to entry is a philosophy that runs 
counter to one of America’s greatest creeds: In this land the freedom 
to practice one’s faith will not only be dutifully protected by our 
government, but also that one’s chosen faith will never be a hindrance 
to their pursuit of happiness. Islamophobia has no place in America.
Establishing closely intertwined relationships between separately 
governed nations has always been the fast path toward achieving 
economic sustenance and diplomatic health. The building of walls, 
whether they be literal or metaphorical, has no place in a world where 
the conjoining of peoples and of their ideas propels countries toward 
multifaceted prosperity. When an infamous wall split Germany in 
two, it was Ronald Reagan who demanded that the wall — a symbol of 
divisiveness and separation — be forever destroyed.
Throughout its history, the U.S. has understood — at times, in 
unprecedented fashion — that it’s via the constructing of bridges, not 
walls, that human ingenuity and talent can be realized at its finest. 
Rather than expanding our divide with Mexico, Trump would be better 
served if, like Reagan, he sought ways to erase, not reinforce, gaps 
between nations.
It’s not by anger and fear that the U.S. has come to be the world’s 
greatest country; thus, it must not be by the mixing of anger and fear 
that we embark upon the next era of our country’s history.
Dan Ford is a junior international affairs and international 
business double major. Contact Dan at forddm@dukes.jmu.edu.
It’s via the constructing of bridges, 
not walls, that human ingenuity and 
talent can be realized at its finest.
We must not let our country divide
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Pilot ready for takeoff
By EMMY FREEDMAN
The Breeze
Green screens hang from the ceiling in tandem with dusty cobwebs as a dozen twenty-somethings 
mingle in the tight space below it all: It’s a picture-perfect image of professionals on an amateur’s budget.
“In the last three or four days, our basement has transformed from an empty room with a bunch of 
plywood to this thing that’s like, crazy,” Joey Cathey, a JMU alumnus (’15), said.
The “crazy” thing is a makeshift space shuttle in his Silver Spring, Maryland, basement, a set for his 
TV show “The Misadventures of Patton Blau,” which he’s in the middle of shooting. Cathey, who was 
a media arts and design major, came up with the idea for the plot of the show back at JMU, but has 
recently decided to put that script into action. He plans to market the show to digital streaming services 
like Netflix and cable companies like HBO.
“Netflix’s business is all about securing these exclusives,” Cathey said. “So they’re interested because it 
gets them more subscribers and we’re interested because they want content. But it’s a lot of persistence. 
For every 10 times you might have one yes, you might have zero yesses. You never really know.”
Cathey and his crew definitely have some original content to offer. “The Misadventures of Patton Blau” 
follows the title character, a has-been producer whose space-comedy TV show, “Secrets of Andromeda,” 
is feeling a little stale. Blau has the choice to either buck up and breathe some new life into his show, 
or wallow in his own misery.
“Patton’s pretty stubborn,” Jake Swing, who plays Blau, said. “Kind of one step forward, two steps 
back. He’s pretty much broken, but he doesn’t accept failure.”
The concept of Blau working on a TV show set allows for Cathey’s “Misadventures” to be a show within 
a show — Blau’s real life working as a producer is interwoven with the make-believe events on his TV 
show “Secrets of Andromeda.” Often, the lessons learned on the set are fleshed out in Blau’s real life.
“‘Secrets of Andromeda’ is a very campy comedy whereas the normal show is somewhat more 
rounded,” Cathey said. “It’s more realistic, but with elements of absurdity. You don’t have this element 
of disbelief like you do with ‘Secrets of Andromeda.’”
Cathey’s roommates — cinematographer David Bittner (’15) and director Jordan Clifford (’15) — were 
brought onboard a couple of months ago to aid Cathey’s creative efforts.
“Joey wrote it with the look of ‘Arrested Development’ in mind, and then the editing style of ‘Breaking 
Bad,’” said Bittner, who’s currently working with virtual reality for Discovery Communications. “‘Secrets 
of Andromeda’ is like if ‘Galaxy Quest’ and ‘Super Troopers’ had a child.”
Cathey has also found help from fellow JMU students and alumni, along with other acquaintances. 
Swing knows Cathey from their hometown of Chesapeake, Virginia, and has appeared on National 
Geographic’s “American Genius.”
 “The process has been tedious, quick and sleeping any time we can,” Swing said. “But it’s the best 
and I wouldn’t miss it for the world. I love these guys.”
 The show also stars former theater majors Beatrice Owens (’16) and Brendan Gaffey (’16) and junior 
theater and Italian double major Diego Salinas. Gaffey plays Blau’s nemesis, a college classmate who 
may or may not have stolen one of Blau’s TV show ideas; Owens plays a seductress who lures Blau to 
her apartment to make her husband jealous; and Salinas plays the grounded, brainy guy on “Secrets 
of Andromeda.”
“I get to go in there and be the stickler for technology — That one nerdy guy who gets it all right in 
the end,” Salinas said. “I’m like, ‘Chill out right there for a sec. I need to connect to the solar network.’”
But the path to filming was a long one, during which Cathey looked everywhere he could for help. 
His Indiegogo campaign yielded him over $1000, which was able to finance much of production. Plus, 
a friend of a friend was able to secure him World of Beer in Reston, Virginia as a shooting location.
“I love beer and I love filmmaking, so it seemed like a win-win situation,” Cathey said.
He also originally planned to film “Secrets of Andromeda” in D.C.’s transportation system, the Metro, 
but fear of getting kicked out mid-shoot persuaded him to relocate the set to his basement.
“Shooting really is the most exciting part of the process,” Cathey said. “We have people from all over 
the country coming into town. There’s not many things that can get people together like that.”
Regardless of whether or not the show gets picked up, Cathey and his crew at least have an experience to 
look back on fondly — an experience full of 5-Hour Energy shots and doing what they love with their friends.
“It’s always awesome to see people taking the initiative to create their own work instead 
of waiting for work to find them,” Owens said. “It’s just a fun opportunity, making art.”
CONTACT Emmy Freedman at breezearts@gmail.com.
Alumnus creates TV show to market to cable and online services
By JULIA NELSON
The Breeze
The last time Frank Ocean released an 
album, people still 
said “YOLO” and DJs 
played the song “Call 
Me Maybe” at high 
school dances. But after 
four years of waiting, 
on August 20 Ocean 
released the long-
awaited “Blonde,” and his smooth voice still 
sends chills down fans’ spines.
The feel of the album contrasts vastly with 
his last full-length album, “Channel Orange,” 
released in 2012. For one, several tracks on 
“Blonde” unfortunately distort Ocean’s voice 
so it’s often unrecognizable. The very first 
track on the album, “Nikes,” makes use of this 
stylistic choice. It works well in that song, but 
it’s overused throughout the rest of the album. 
Also, “Blonde” features much more electric 
guitar versus synthesized beats, and creates 
a more laid back, dreamy feel.
However, similar to “Channel Orange,” the 
new album contains a few random recordings 
of various unknown people instead of 
traditional songs. For example, the song (if 
you can call it a song) “Be Yourself” is just a 
recorded phone conversation of a mom telling 
her child not to “become a weed head” or do 
drugs. “Facebook Story,” yet another non-
song, is a 69-second recording of a foreign, 
nameless man criticizing his girlfriend for 
breaking up with him after refusing to accept 
her friend request on Facebook. 
“Futura Free,” the nine minute conclusion 
to the album, is annoying and physically 
painful to listen to. It’s basically a four and a 
half minute mediocre rap song followed by 
another four and a half minutes of radio static 
that hurts the ears, with loops of extraneous 
phrases like, “How far is a lightyear?” over top 
of it. This song offers a strange and seemingly 
meaningless ending to “Blonde,” and leaves a 
sour note in the listener’s mind. It should’ve 
been left off the album.
Following in the footsteps of Kanye West, 
one of Ocean’s influences and contributors on 
“Blonde,” several tracks on the album feature 
other artists like Andre 3000 and Bon Iver. Just 
like West’s “The Life of Pablo,” however, the 
featured artists aren’t listed track by track so 
the listener has to play detective to discern 
who’s who. Yet, this element merely adds to 
the mystery of the album and its mixtape feel.
The parts of the album that are actually 
Ocean’s unaltered and familiar vocals are 
wonderfully welcome, like in the verses of the 
song “Self Control” or Ocean’s rap in “Nights,” 
which is the best song on the album. However, 
there are far too few of those moments. That’s 
not to say that all of the alternative isn’t artistic 
or appreciated, but Ocean’s fans deserve more 
meat after waiting four years for new music. 
The most frustrating part of “Blonde” is 
that there’s no radio candy on any of the 17 
tracks. While the song that’s generated the 
most buzz, “Nikes,” is mature and indicative 
of Ocean’s growth as an artist since “Channel 
Orange,” it’s slow and less than catchy. It’s 
not playable on any pop station, and neither 
are any of the other tracks. Most of them are 
at least enjoyable, but lack any sort of dance 
factor. 
If anything, the new release will trigger 
a nostalgia for “Channel Orange” and 
fans will rekindle their love for the gems 
on that album like “Super Rich Kids” and 
“Thinkin Bout You.” While a few of the tracks 
on “Blonde” are trancey and beautiful, it 
seems like even more of them should have 
been left out altogether and for that reason, 
Ocean’s fans are going to be left wanting 
more. Let’s just hope it won’t take him 
another four years to give it to them.   
CONTACT Julia Nelson at 
breezearts@gmail.com.
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O’REILLY | New SMAD professor brings a fresh persepctive to students
A ruby in the rough
By KATE FORMELLER
The Breeze
The scent of barbecue and the sound of boisterous 
laughter meets industrial-style lighting, reflecting off 
the vibrantly painted walls as rock music ricochets 
throughout the spacious room. Children are playing 
board games while their parents gather and dine with 
friends. College students are playing pingpong and 
pool, heightening the sound of laughter. 
“This is the place,” Tim Jopling, employee and 2009 
JMU alumnus, said. “If I was growing up and had a social 
epicenter in my hometown, this is what I would want.” 
Ruby’s Arcade is located on South Main Street in 
downtown Harrisonburg. It’s tucked away next to 
the back patio of Ruby’s Lounge with signs and eager 
employees to guide you there. 
It’s “a place for adults and young adults to come play 
games, eat really great food,” Ruby’s manager Mike 
Comfort said. “It’s a casual atmosphere.”
Clementine Cafe was first opened eight years ago, 
followed by Ruby’s Lounge three years later and Ruby’s 
Arcade this March.  The space features a dining area, 
full bar and an assortment of games.
Ruby’s Arcade is “really kid-friendly but we get all 
kinds of people in here,” Aaron Austin, a server and 
bartender, said. “It’s something that’s different then just 
going to a bar and getting a drink with your friends. 
There is so much more to do down here. It’s fun and 
super relaxed.”
Clark worked with a local company to put together 
the arcade. They used antique 1950s machines that 
they got from a bowling alley in Baltimore to adorn the 
arcade. In addition, all of the table tops and bar tops 
are made out of old bowling lanes. They also have three 
refurbished pool tables which will be 100 years old this 
year. Ruby’s Arcade intertwines rugged and vintage-
style interior, which creates a retro atmosphere.
The menu matches the decor.
“We do everything kind of unique here, again with 
our focus being on pizza, barbecue and big apps that 
are fun to share,” Jopling said.
All of the appetizers are enough to feed two to three 
people. Even the mozzarella sticks are described to be 
“a pound and a half.”
According to Jopling and Austin, everything is made 
in-house daily. On Sundays they sell half-priced pizza 
and offer a lunch buffet from Tuesday to Friday to 
appeal to customers on a budget.
In addition, Ruby’s Arcade offers pitchers of beer, 
making them a popular host in Harrisonburg. Several 
JMU sports teams including both the male and 
female soccer teams, have held parties there. Ruby’s 
Arcade also hosts tournaments where you can win 
gift certificates and cash prizes. They offer a pingpong 
tournament, foosball and Parlor Championship. 
They also have a free selection of communal board 
games, and guests are invited to bring their own.
“You would think it would just be a bunch of 
families, but we have a bunch of 25- and 26- year- 
olds who are like, ‘We’ll get a pitcher and do Connect 
4,’” Austin said.
Ruby’s Arcade attracts people of all ages to both 
their food and games, bringing a sense of uniqueness 
to the Harrisonburg area. 
CONTACT Kate Formeller at 
forme2ka@dukes.jmu.edu.
Ruby’s Arcade brings fun and games to South Main Street
CHELSEA GLOWACKI  / THE BREEZE
TOP Ruby’s Arcade offers refurbished pool tables and numerous appetizers, including “a 
pound and a half” of mozzarella sticks. BOTTOM The arcade is located near the back of 
Ruby’s Lounge in downtown Harrisonburg, where customers can enjoy a beer and bowling.
“I love telling 
stories, and 
film just 







“I come from a storytelling culture,” 
O’Reilly said. “I was always interested 
in film but then I got more interested in 
theater for a while but then came back 
to film. I love telling stories, and film just 
offered me a bigger canvas to play upon.”
She spent many years living and 
performing in New York City and later 
taught in New York University’s graduate 
film program in Singapore. But, upon its 
discontinuation, she made her way to 
Harrisonburg. 
“I like to help other people tell their 
stories while also pursuing 
m y  o w n  s t o r y t e l l i n g ,” 
O’Reilly said.
O’Reilly’s artistic talent 
doesn’t end with acting, 
directing or even filmmaking. 
After she graduated college, 
she  for me d a  band of 
other Irish women called 
the Banshees who would 
perform gigs together in 
downtown New York. Her act 
was reading her own poetry 
set to music.
“We all  did different 
things,” O’Reilly said. “We 
built this grassroots following 
and an NYU student ended 
up making a documentary 
on us. It was a really great collective and 
empowering as women.”
After a few years of acting in New York 
City, O’Reilly decided to pursue film school 
and enrolled at Columbia University. It was 
there that she developed her brainchild, 
“Beds, Bricks and Sheep’s Heads,” a 
13-minute short film about a Moroccan 
Muslim immigrant. In 2008, she received a 
grant from the Fulbright Scholar program to 
spend a year and a half in Morocco, where 
she immersed herself in their language and 
culture to further authenticate her film.
“I experienced it as a very warm culture,” 
O’Reilly said. “I’d go to the local ‘hanute’ 
[market] to buy some milk and they’d just 
say, ‘Pay me tomorrow.’”
The film was a regional finalist for the 
Student Academy Awards and is currently 
touring in Mexico.
Now that she’s back to pursuing her 
passion for teaching, O’Reilly 
would like to continue finding 
homes in other places by 
p o t e n t i a l l y  t a k i n g  J M U 
students abroad. She believes 
that travel is an important 
part of education and a 
huge inspiration for good 
storytelling.
“I’m planning my next 
trip,” O’Reilly said. “I want 
to go to Iceland, Vienna, 
Budapest.”
But for now, she’s perfectly 
at home in Harrisonburg.
“I’ve noticed on my walks 
that you can see the sunset,” 
O’Reilly said. “In New 
York, I didn’t get to see the 
sunset because of all the tall buildings. 
But in Harrisonburg, it’s so vibrant and 
beautiful. So that’s a real gift.”
CONTACT Emmy Freedmand Julia 
Nelson at breezearts@gmail.com.
JILLIAN WRIGHT / THE BREEZE
Professor Imelda O’Reilly believes the movie “Jaws” contains everything students need to know about filmmaking. 









JMU has always strived 
to be the best university it 
can possibly be. Between 
completing renovations all 
over campus, exponentially 
increasing athletic scholarships 
and actively contributing to the 
Harrisonburg community, the 
school has made great strides 
since it was founded in 1908.
The athletic program, 
currently based in the Colonial 
Athletic Association, has taken 
an accelerated path of its 
own. In 2014-15, the school 
accumulated a revenue of 
nearly $45 million, according 
to Today’s U Sports, a number 
on par with schools such as the 
University of South Florida and 
East Carolina University.
The CAA is a Football 
Championship Subdivision 
conference, meaning that while 
JMU football plays in Division 
I, it’s faced a lower tier of 
competition. Neither the team 
nor the league receive very 
much national coverage, leaving 
many FCS stars unheralded.
In the Football Bowl 
Subdivision, the Big 12 is 
considering expanding to 
a larger conference. This 
move would open up spots in 
lower-level FBS conferences, 
including a few that JMU could 
entertain applying for. JMU 
president Jonathan Alger spoke 
on the possible move in an 
exclusive interview with The 
Breeze last week.
“It’s certainly on the radar 
screen and it has been for 
years,” Alger said. “We have 
certain criteria that if and when 
there’s an opportunity … that it 
has to make geographic sense, 
it has to make financial sense 
[and] it has to make academic 
sense for the university.”
At least as far as the next few 
years go, Alger doesn’t see JMU 
moving any time soon. “There’s 
nothing on the table right now,” 
he said. “A lot of people are 
speculating about the Big 12, 
but there’s nothing new at this 
point. We don’t know what that 
timing might look like.”
Moving from the FCS to the 
FBS wouldn’t just be a football 
move. Switching conferences 
would affect every sport in 
the school and involves a lot 
of financial risk. For the time 
being, JMU is focusing on 
improving the programs it has 
already.
“The best thing we can do is 
have the best possible program 
across the board,” Alger said. 
“We really need to focus on 
having the … most attractive 
possible place to want to be a 
student-athlete.”
As far as working with what they 
have, JMU athletes have been 
very successful over the past 
few years. Last season alone, 
the Dukes captured CAA titles 
in football, softball, women’s 
basketball and women’s soccer. 
Field hockey and women’s 
lacrosse made appearances in 
the championship game.
While the school isn’t planning 
on switching conferences, the 
athletic program continues to be 
one of the biggest focal points of 
the university’s attention. UREC 
just underwent an entire year’s 
worth of renovations, there’s 
a plan in the works for a new 
Convocation Center that’ll hold 
8,500 fans, and the school is now 
going to include transportation 
and living expenses as part of 
athletic scholarships for student 
athletes in the men’s and 
women’s basketball programs. 
JMU won’t be moving to the FBS 
anytime soon, but the school still 
has big plans for its athletes.




The Dukes will open the 2016 season 
this Saturday at Bridgeforth Stadium, 
hosting the Morehead State University 
Eagles for the second consecutive year. 
Coming off an impressive season that 
saw JMU capture a Colonial Athletic 
Association title, the Dukes will look to 
kick off the season with a win in front of 
their home crowd.
1.  Applying the pressure 
Last season, the Dukes’ defensive unit 
struggled to keep high-octane offenses 
in check. Opponents scored 30 or more 
points in five different games, with their 
inability to make red zone stops playing 
key roles in both of JMU’s regular 
season losses.
New head coach Mike Houston 
has pointed to the front seven as the 
biggest keys to reversing that trend. 
Morehead State senior quarterback 
Austin Gahafer is widely regarded as 
one of the best quarterbacks in the 
Football Championship Subdivision, 
earning a spot on the College Football 
Performance Awards FCS National 
Performer of the Year watch list.
Houston’s game plan for keeping 
Gahafer at bay is applying pressure up 
front. He hopes for playmakers such as 
redshirt senior linebacker Gage Steele 
to step up and keep the quarterback as 
uncomfortable as possible.
“It’s definitely something that we’re 
focused on,” Steele said. “We know it’s 
something that we need to implement 
more and we’re working hard to do it.”
In 2015, the Dukes racked up 27 
sacks. That total ranked fourth in the 
CAA, but it didn’t do much in terms 
of keeping opponents from letting it 
fly through the air. With an older and 
improved secondary, however, the team 
is hoping to shut down offenses more 
effectively this season.
2.   Playing in front of the crowd
JMU will play its first game of the 
season at Bridgeforth for the second 
year in a row. With fans eager to get 
a taste of football for the first time in 
months, the game will likely be one 
of the Dukes’ most highly attended 
contests of the season.
“I think it’s significant for everybody, 
no matter which side of the ball,” 
Houston said. “It creates a great 
game day atmosphere and makes it 
something the kids can really thrive on 
and hopefully play at a higher level.”
After averaging more than 19,000 fans 
per game in seven home games last 
season, the highest mark in the CAA, 
JMU will look to keep that trend going. 
The team hasn’t sustained a losing 
season since 2002, so the pressure’s 
on for the Dukes to continue playing 
competitive football.
Our “nerves are pretty calm,” junior 
quarterback Bryan Schor said. “I 
wouldn’t say it’s nerves for the game, I 
would just say it’s nerves for the whole 
excitement of the weekend.”
At the end of the day, however, the 
Dukes know they’re just going out there 
to play football. Regardless of how big 
the crowd is, Houston has stressed that 
the Dukes are just there to do their job.
“It doesn’t matter if we’re out [on the 
practice field] with nobody out here 
or in front of 20-something thousand 
people in Bridgeforth Stadium,” 
Houston said. “What matters is what we 
do between the lines.”
3. Running game key to offensive 
success
While the Dukes were recognized the 
most for their success in the passing 
game last season, it was their rushing 
attack that made them such a prolific 
threat. Running back duo Cardon 
Johnson and Khalid Abdullah are both 
returning for the 2016 season, eager 
to carry over their success from last 
season.
Johnson, a redshirt junior, and 
Abdullah, a true senior, combined to 
rush for 2,012 yards last season. No two 
teammates in the entire FCS came even 
close to matching that total. Against 
Morehead State this upcoming week — 
a team that struggled against both the 
pass and the run last season, the offense 
is sticking to their game plan.
“We’re still taking the same 
approach,” Johnson said. “We got to 
break them down on film and see what 
they’re bringing to the table.”
Johnson, like the Eagles’ Gahafer, 
was named to the CFPA FCS National 
Performer of the Year Trophy watch 
list. Abdullah leads all current 
players in career rushing yards. With 
questions surrounding who will be 
taking a majority of snaps under center 
throughout this season, the team will 
depend on their experienced backfield 
to keep the offense rolling.
4. Focusing on team goals
Regardless of whether or not a team 
can move the ball effectively down 
the field, penalties can cripple even 
the best offenses. In 2015, the Dukes 
accumulated 90 penalties, which ranks 
dead last and is 15 more than the next 
closest team in the conference. Houston 
has been adamant that those kinds of 
miscues won’t be tolerable this season.
“They’re not going to do it,” Houston 
said. “If we have penalties, we’re going 
to have consequences. It’s one of our … 
main team goals that we’re going to win 
the penalty battle each Saturday and 
we’re going to hold them accountable 
for that.”
While limiting penalties is a focus for 
the Dukes, they have many other goals 
for this season.   
“We’re going to win the turnover 
game, win the kicking game, and we’re 
going to win the point of contact,” 
Houston said. 
Each component plays a vital role in 
determining the outcome of the game, 
and the Dukes see them all as equally 
important.
Kickoff is scheduled for 6 p.m. on 
Saturday. The team has wrapped up a 
grueling month of training camp and is in 
full game-week mode. After falling short 
of their championship hopes last year, the 
Dukes are back in full force this season. 
Bridgeforth Stadium will play host for an 
exciting matchup as JMU looks to cement 
its status as a conference heavyweight.   
CONTACT Matt Weyrich at 
breezesports@gmail.com.
Dukes gear up to take on Morehead State University in first game of season
Back in Bridgeforth
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A foundation for future success
JMU Athletics made improvements to various facilities over the  summer
By ANDRE HABOUSH
The Breeze
After one of the most successful years in JMU Athletics history, one that drew ESPN appearances for 
both the football and softball teams, the Dukes are desperate for more. JMU Athletics is implementing 
improvements to its swimming and diving facilities and softball and baseball facilities that total over 
$260,000. 
The Dukes hope these facilities will help give them a leg up in recruiting. 
“A lot of the repairs done over the summer were done as a result of either routine maintenance, 
enhancements to an existing facility, which in many cases would benefit recruiting for that particular 
sport program, or they were enhancements designed to make us more efficient with our overall 
operations,” athletic director Jeff Bourne said.
The swimming and diving team received a new pool bottom for the aging floor they use in Godwin 
Hall as well as a new scoreboard that can display messages to fans. 
The pool bottom “was an off-white color, and it had gotten scratched and kind of had deteriorated 
over time, so it was starting to get thinner and thinner,” swimming and diving head coach Dane Pedersen 
said. “When that happens, you can start to have leaks. It’s not as pretty, it’s kind of unsightly when it’s all 
scratched up and everything, but really the main thing was functionality.”
The new pool bottom should last another decade. The previous pool bottom was replaced a little over 
a decade ago, and the pool itself is nearly 50 years old.
“That had been on the radar for a couple of years,” Ty Phillips, assistant athletic director for facilities 
and events, said. “We’re looking at anticipating needs of maintenance or safety issues, and then we 
submit those to the administration for consideration.”
Phillips received approval from the JMU administration in the early spring to work with engineering 
and construction. JMU fixed structural and corrosion issues while renovating the pool bottom.
According to Bill Wyatt, JMU’s senior director of communications and university spokesperson, 
Daktronics replaced the board for $50,000, and National Pool redid the pool bottom for $81,000. This 
was National Pool’s first time working for JMU, but it was selected from a cooperative contract—another 
state agency hired the company for work, but JMU added its needs as an extension to the contract.
Softball and baseball upgraded the gym inside of Memorial Hall to better utilize its size by adding 
additional netting, which divides the area for multiple concurrent uses. Turf will cover the entire floor 
of the gym.
“We wanted to redo it to get the maximum out of it that we could as far as usability,” softball head 
coach Mickey Dean said.
According to Wyatt, the netting can divide the gym into six batting cages, or be tucked away completely 
for other routines. The total costs for the netting and turf are $130,000. Carolina Green Corp. was the 
contractor hired for the job, who previously did the field hockey, softball and UREC fields.
“It increases the capacity in which we can train our players on a daily basis and not be limited with 
technology or limited with space,” Dean said. “It’s going to make our stadiums more fan friendly, and 
we’re getting great crowds.”
JMU athletics tries to ensure that all of its sports receive the same attention. 
“Our philosophy is an equity based program. By that we mean each sport program should have 
equal access to resources ... our goal is to make sure across the board we are providing an equitable 
opportunity for each one of those programs to compete at the highest level within the league,” Bourne 
said.
Other features to be done in the near future include new signage and a new record board to better 
present accomplishments of the extinct men’s swimming and diving team and new accolades for the 
extant women’s team.
Baseball and softball will get four new cameras, plus another portable one will be placed at Veterans 
Memorial Park, so the softball and baseball team can study and edit game film for training purposes. 
Currently the Procurement Office is working on making a contract. 
According to Dean, softball and baseball will also add four heaters in each dugout. Possible future 
upgrades for the Veterans Memorial Park include an increase in seating capacity, a refinished foyer and 
locker room, and a message board being added to the scoreboard to display statistics and advertisements. 
As the Dukes continue to make strides on the field, the athletic program follows suit by working on 
providing the best facilities possible. 
CONTACT Andre Haboush at habousaw@dukes.jmu.edu.
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 Transferred to JMU from 
the University of South 
Carolina last season.






Before suffering a season-
ending injury early last season, 
Mitch threw for 165 yards and 
a touchdown, while completing 
13 of his 29 passing attempts 
for South Carolina.
Comes from a family of athletes. 
His father, Bob, was a quarterback 
at Syracuse University and his 
brother, Ryan, played quarterback 
at the University of Maryland. 
His sister, Brittany, played 
Schor threw for 847 yards 
and seven touchdowns, 
while completing 70 of 
his 111 passes. He also ran 
for 276 yards and four 
touchdowns on 78 carries. 
Was the captain of his 
high school’s football 
and basketball teams 
his senior year. 
PHOTOS COURTESY OF JMU ATHLETICS COMMUNICATIONS
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By BENNETT CONLIN
The Breeze
It seemed to be a foregone 
conclusion that junior 
Bryan Schor would be the 
Dukes quarterback for the 
2016 season, but everything 
changed on June 27 when 
former University of South 
Carolina quarterback Connor 
Mitch hit ‘send’ on a tweet 
announcing his intention to 
transfer to JMU. 
Ever since, the two 
gunslingers have been battling 
for the starting job and despite 
the rapidly approaching season 
opener, the competition still 
rages on.
While JMU fans are eagerly 
awaiting word on who will 
command the offense for the 
Dukes in the opener against 
Morehead State University, 
they might have to wait a bit 
longer than expected.
“They both had great camps,” 
offensive coordinator Donnie 
Kirkpatrick said. “You know, 
right now I’d like to find a way 
to play them both.”
Kirkpatrick mentioned the 
possibility of playing both 
quarterbacks through the 
first three nonconference 
games in order to get a better 
understanding of how the 
two players compare in game 
action.
He believes a number of 
factors need to be weighed 
when selecting a starting 
quarterback, including physical 
abilities and leadership.
“The No. 1 thing is who can 
run the football team, who can 
run the offense,” Kirkpatrick 
said. “Now, after you get past 
that, if it’s even … then it kind 
of comes down to who can 
make plays.”
The two quarterbacks have 
different assets that allow 
them to make plays in unique 
ways. Schor is a cerebral player 
who has used the past few 
months to master Kirkpatrick’s 
playbook.
“Bryan’s strength is that 
he has great knowledge of 
what we’re doing right now,” 
Kirkpatrick said. “He knows 
the offense; he knows all the 
checks.”
On the other hand, the 
6-foot-3-inch and 205 
pound Mitch uses his 
imposing physical abilities to 
differentiate himself from his 
peers.
Connor’s “strength is that 
he can really deliver the ball,” 
Kirkpatrick said. “He gets it out 
of his hand really quickly, he’s 
tall, he can throw over some 
defenders … His drawback 
right now is he doesn’t know 
the offense inside out yet.”
Both quarterbacks have 
differences in playing 
styles, but the two share a 
commonality in that they’ve 
had roller coaster rides to get to 
where they are today.
Schor was committed to play 
at Miami University in Oxford, 
Ohio, out of high school, but 
after a coaching change his 
scholarship was rescinded 
just months before National 
Signing Day. This gave Schor 
almost no time to contact 
schools at the Football Bowl 
Subdivision level to find a new 
place to play.
Eventually, Schor made his 
way to Lackawanna College 
and then transferred to JMU. 
Now, after expecting to be 
the starter for the Dukes this 
season, he has to compete with 
a former four-star recruit in 
Mitch for the job.
“It’s had me deal with a little 
bit of adversity, which is always 
good,” Schor said. “I think 
coming out of all that has made 
me a stronger person.”
Mitch arrived at South 
Carolina as a highly regarded 
recruit. After winning the 
starting job in last season’s 
camp, he led the team to a win 
over the University of North 
Carolina in the team’s opener, 
but suffered a shoulder injury 
that knocked him out for 
the rest of the season. Once 
recovered, Mitch attempted to 
earn back his starting job, but 
was third on the depth chart 
following spring practice. 
He decided to leave the 
program to become a Duke.
“It’s been a whirlwind of 
a journey,” Mitch said. “To 
be where I am now, I’m very 
happy with my decision. All 
the stuff I’ve gone through, 
it definitely has helped me 
become a strong-willed 
person.”
The ups and downs for both 
players look to have a few 
more weeks left in them as 
the quarterback battle pushes 
forward. Despite the season 
opener on September 3, the 
intense competition between 
Schor and Mitch may not be 
decided until conference play 
starts when the Dukes take 
on the University of Maine on 
September 24.
CONTACT Bennett Conlin at 
breezesports@gmail.com.
Quarterback battle rages on
Competition between South Carolina transfer Connor Mitch and Bryan Schor could continue for weeks 
CONNOR WOISARD / THE BREEZE
Quarterback Bryan Schor scrambles during a game against the University of Delaware last season. Schor led the Dukes to a 24-17 
victory in the contest. The junior is currently battling with redshirt junior and transfer Connor Mitch for the team’s starting spot. 
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Enjoy Life at the Top with our conveniently located premier 
student housing! 865 East offers tenants the means to escape 
the stress of student life through amenities such as our Rooftop 
Lounge, Game Room, Fitness Center, and much more! 
Live Life at the Top!
865 East Port Republic Road           (540)442-8885
  Stop by today for a tour or give us a call for rates!
Houston’s time
Head coach Mike Houston 
embarks on his first season 
with JMU
COURTESY OF JMU ATHLETICS COMMUNICATIONS
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By MATT WEYRICH
The Breeze
As JMU’s warriors of the gridiron walk 
off the practice field after another long day 
under the sun, they somehow manage to 
keep smiles on their faces. First year head 
coach Mike Houston kicked off training 
camp the second week of August, looking to 
get a head start on the new season. Between 
the temperature hovering in the mid ’90s, 
intense training and enough hours of film to 
turn even the most dedicated players’ brains 
to mush, the last month before classes was 
nothing short of hell for the Dukes.
I’m “just glad to be back out here again 
working with the guys,” senior defensive 
back Raven Greene said. “Excited for a good 
season coming up.”
For players like Greene to stay motivated 
under such conditions, it takes a leader 
capable of keeping his players focused 
on the road that lies ahead. For Houston, 
nothing has ever come easier. Throughout 
camp, he’s stressed repeatedly how battling 
through these tough conditions as a team 
will only help them as the season wears on.
“We’re going to do it together,” Houston 
said. “It’s not a ‘one person is going to carry 
us on that side of the ball’ [mentality]; it’s 
got to be a family. And I think that gives us 
a chance to do some pretty special things.”
Houston takes over for the Dukes in place 
of Everett Withers, who left for Texas State 
University after two years in Harrisonburg. 
Houston spent his last two seasons with 
the Citadel, the Military College of South 
Carolina, compiling a 14-11 record and 
leading the Bulldogs to their third ever 
conference championship just last year. 
Less than a few months after receiving the 
Southern Conference Coach of the Year 
award, Houston decided to join the Dukes 
in their quest to repeat as Colonial Athletic 
Conference champions.
A defensive-minded coach, Houston 
will be under a lot of pressure to help 
strengthen a defense that allowed nearly 
30 points per game last season. His strong 
resume boasts numerous cases of turning 
a struggling program into a successful one. 
Now that he’s leading a team that hasn’t 
posted a losing record since 2002, one can 
only imagine what he’s capable of doing 
with this program.
The Dukes will get their season underway 
on Saturday at Bridgeforth Stadium against 
the pass-happy Morehead State University 
Eagles. The team is hungry for some game 
action, and it’s showing on the practice field 
and in the locker room.
“We’re ready to go and get after it,” 
senior wide receiver Brandon Ravenel 
said. “Our season ended last year not 
how we wanted to at all, and we’ve been 
waiting ever since. There’s this fire in our 
hearts and it comes to fruition next week.”






Membership has INCREDIBLE BENEFITS
• RESERVED student parking
• Members only exclusive DC25 shirt
• VIP BUS TRIP TO UNC 
  ($10 includes transportation and game ticket)
• AND MUCH MUCH MORE!
GET IN THE GAME
JMU Athletics proudly presents a 
program EXCLUSIVELY for students
Dukes through the 
decades
Throughout the years, the Breeze has covered 





After having the 
longest win streak in 
the nation at 12 games, 
Madison College 
lost to Hampden-
Sydney in a regionally 
televised ABC game in 
September.
Star noseguard Doug 
West tragically dies fall-
ing out of the bed of a 
truck just weeks before 
the start of the season.
Heading into the sea-
son, former backup 
quarterback Mike 
Masella drops the clip-
board in favor of mov-
ing to the defensive side 
of the ball to play safety 
for the Dukes.
On November 4, the 
Dukes defeated the 
University of Delaware 
by the score of 44-24 to 
clinch the Atlantic 10 
South championship.
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JMU Football 2016 Schedule
September 3
vs. Morehead State 
University
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It may be JMU head coach Mike Houston’s first year at the helm of a 
program in the Colonial Athletic Association, but he feels that the quality of 
the conference stands out in the Football Championship Subdivision.
“This is one of the two best, if not the best, FCS conference 
in the country,” Houston said. “I think you can easily agree on 
that; I think everybody else would too. It’s an honor to be a 
part of it.”
As of right now, the CAA has the numbers to back up that 
statement. 
In the final poll of the 2015 season, the CAA was 
represented by three teams: the University of Richmond, 
the College of William & Mary and JMU. The Dukes’ No. 11 
ranking after finishing 9-3 was their best in the past seven 
seasons, and their sixth time ending in the Top 25 in the past 
nine seasons.
The CAA also had the three aforementioned teams as well 
as the University of New Hampshire competing in the 32-team 
2015 FCS Playoffs. Richmond was the most successful by 
playing its way into the semifinal. The Dukes earned a first round bye as the 
No. 5 seed before losing to Colgate University.
And based on preseason numbers for this upcoming fall, the already solid 
conference is improved.
The CAA leads the 13 FCS conferences with six teams in the STATS FCS 
Preseason Top 25 poll. JMU enters the 2016 season ranked 12th in the 
nation. Even with this ranking, the Dukes are predicted to finish third in the 
conference. Two CAA teams find themselves with a higher national ranking 
— Richmond comes in at No. 4 and William & Mary at No. 9. 
For the remaining three, the New Hampshire sits at No. 22, Villanova 
University at No. 23 and Towson University at No. 24. 
“The CAA is always tough,” redshirt junior defensive lineman Andrew 
Ankrah said. “We learned that last year; I learned that my past 
few years here. Playing in such a tough conference, you just 
have to bring it every week.”
Ankrah is one of the 13 standout talents in the conference 
who made an FCS Preseason All-American Team, and one 
of three from JMU. But Ankrah feels that the talent from the 
whole Dukes roster will prepare them for and set them apart 
from the rest of the conference.
“The good thing about our team is that there’s a lot of talent, 
and you got to find a way to improve yourself,” Ankrah said. 
“I get to go up against a lot of good offensive linemen [in 
practice], and that only prepares us for tough competition.”
JMU’s first conference opponent is the University of Maine 
on Sept. 24, four weeks into its season. Last season, Maine was 
one of the weaker teams with a 3-8 record, but that doesn’t 
take away any competitive edge. 
“No matter if it’s the top ranked team in the conference or the lowest ranked team in 
the conference, you have a chance to lose if you don’t get on your A-game,” senior run-
ning back Khalid Abdullah said. “I think that’s the best thing about this conference.”
CONTACT Richie Bozek at thebreezeweb@gmail.com.
Conference play no cakewalk for the Dukes
Familiar foes make for a tough road to the conference championship
COURTESY OF JMU ATHLETIC COMMUNICATIONS
A group of defensive linemen lead the charge as the Dukes sprint across the field during a drill at practice. Coach Houston’s team will not open up conference play until September 24 at the University of Maine. 
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“No matter if it’s the 
top ranked team 
in the conference 
or the lowest... you 
have a chance to 




**This is for a specialty publication that the student newspaper releases an-
nually, titled: "Football Preview" 
**I want to gear this towards The Hills supporting JMU Football 
**Purple and Gold colors (school colors) 
**"Let's Go Dukes!" 
**THH is Best Value at JMU
DUKES!
Let’s go 
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